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SUBJ: AUSTRALIAN VOTE ON INVITATION TO PRG AT GENEVA CONPERENCE 
ON LAW OP WAR 

REF: SAIGON 2413 

1. BELIEVE GVN POREIGN MINISTRY ESTIMATE THAT AUSTRALIA WILL 
ABSTAIN ON INVITATION TO PRG (REFTEL) IS MISUNDERSTANDING. 
AUSTRALIA WOULD MOST LIKELY BE PREPARED TO HEAR PRG OR GRANT IT 
OBSERVER STATUS IN SOME SUCH PORM AS APRICAN LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS, BUT AUSTRALIAN DEPT OF FOREIGN APPAIRS HAS GREAT 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT ACCORDING PRG STATUS OF STATE. IF INVITATION 
REFERRED TO IN REFTEL IS INVITATION TO PRG AS FULL MEMBER, WE 
BELIEVE AUSTRALIA WOULD OPPOSE. 

2. IMPOSSIBLE AT THIS POINT TO CLARIFY AUSTRALIAN POSITION MORE 
FULLY. LOOMES (FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY, LEGAL DIVISION, DFA) 

TOLD EMBOFF FEB 25 THAT BASIC INSTRUCTIONS TO AUSTRALIAN 
DELEGATION AT CONFERENCE WERE NOT RPT NOT APPROVED BY FOREIGN 
MINISTER WILLESEE PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR WELLINGTON TO ATTEND 
ANZUS COUNCIL MEETING. DFA WILL TRY TODAY TO GET WILLESEE TO 
FOCUS ON ISSUE AND GET HIS APPROVAL FOR RECOMMENDED POSITION OF 
OPPOSING FULL MEMBERSHIP FOR PRG, THOUGH POSSIBILITY OF HEARING 
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PRG MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE TO AUSTRALIANS. 
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